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An American Graduation

I suppose it was a stroke of good luck that

allowed me to write about graduation this month
because of just how different it is from American
graduations.
Japanese junior high school graduations are more
like high school graduations in America I think.
We have a fairly formal ceremony, and some
students will dress up. Someone will usually sing
the national anthem to start the event and then
there are speeches, but only from a few people.
Only the graduating students attend as well.

It is very common for the friends and family of
the graduating student to cheer when his or her
name 1s called. When we graduated we shook the
hand of our principal and then walked off the stage.
We picked up our diplomas after the ceremony.

Finally, we wear a gap and gown during
graduation. The cap is interesting to talk about
because of the tassel, which is the small ornament
that hangs off the cap. In high school the colors
of the strings match the colors of the school. In
college, the colors usually represent one of the
disciplines that a person has studied, which in my
case was white, for humanities. When we graduate,
the final speaker will ask us to move our tassel
from the left side to the right to symbolize the act
of graduating.
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